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SAINTETIENNE were making immacolate
techmo-pop records when Blur were still in their
baggy-grunge phase. TAYLOR PARKES reckons a) they
invented Britpop and b) they're the best group in the
world. So he travelled to Paris to tell them, vin a
track-by-track run-down of Too Young To Die’, their

pilation LP. Photos: LiLl WILDE
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That s a remixed version on me 1P ©

Bot “I rememboer arving through Kilburn, and
necring iton the ‘Evening Session ', and ail | could
hear on fhe car radio was >arch singing with s
nhi-hat going TSSSHTSSS! TSSS! I mought, 'Ch no
we ve iostit 2

Pete: “We lost it Ana never regained it *
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BOB rememoers watching Cuiture Ciuc s Too Tt
The Pops” geout o Qs G 'eencgcer Nis CCa wno Coud

De clime weira coout mings Deccme very irate that
Sov George was aressed iike o woman 3ot began
QUGNING NerDIessiy His 00T Zenyinely aNGry Sy NOw
shoutec “You wouicn ! De ioughing (| come nome

cressec ke Mat'” Genty. Boo comecec his miscre
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mqyﬂm!hrod»olWow‘:"w
ploody cocky| We were 1o full of
ourseives! We'd got to Number
21 and thought, ‘Right! Top 10
here we come , and then put
THAT out!”

| can never decide on my
fovourite single of the Ninees:
“Avenue” or “Motorcycle
Emphness”

8oo: “Blimey. Those muffied
voices in the background are
actuaily me and Pete discussing
Manic Street Preachers, left on the
mock really quietty.”

Pere: “But you con't make out the
proper words either.”

Bob: “That line ot the end? It's

‘Oh. the clown’s no good' .

Pefe: “It was our oavice to
McDonald's, regarding their then-
current odverhsing campaign.”

This is, you know, a joke

CINQ

THE French government boasts
¢ "Muinisrer For Rock”

‘Which must be rather like
having your parents sithng in the
xircnen at your | 8th birthday party.

“YOU’REIN ABAD
WAY’

A BIT ruooish, ruth be told

Scren "It was supposed fo be
0 1oxe but Aion McGee said
‘Briiant' Got 1o be an A-sige!’
Ang it was our biggest hit.”
SO0 He plocec Mis huge
milistone round our necks. Placed a huge aibatross
rouna our necks Hanananaha! It was a oig hit,
mough, wasn 't 1”7

Fete “‘Albatross’'? Yeah, it was Number One.”

Boo “No. You'rein ABad Way' *

Peve “You re in A Bod Way'? It was our ‘Albatross.*

300 "It was supposed fo be a cheesy Herman's
Hermits thing, stupid lyrics and that. We wrote it in
coout 10 minutes. We were ina big A-ha pnase,
ana we thougnt it was going 1o sound like ‘Cry
Woit', but instead it sounded like. . .“

Pete *'Cheese Wolf' *

8co “Choear "

SIX

“1 KEEP hecnng apout hat line in the Whale song,”

says Saran, gnmacing (“/ con ! heip that | wanna
~umove.” Sarch Crockneil up her Channel Tunnel”)
“its o or emoarrassing, 1sn Hir Like, ‘She's got ¢
JOC OCt ke the Mersey funnei | was quite
Acmerea Mough

ete s 0eep in Mougnt

“If's not @ very good

*We wrote it when we

were voung and full of
spunk. When we
literally thought
nothing could stop us’
- Pete Wiggs on ‘Nothing Can
Stop Us’

rhyme, is i?”

Erm, no

“I suppose I'd be
quite worTied if
there was a song
like Mct cbout me
I can’theip hat |
wonno
fumble/Perer
Wiggs up his
oumnoie ' By
Merailica

800 sits up

“Whale? They re
Swedish, aren't
they? Lixe The
Cordigens. Lke
the Mayor Of
Norxopping. |
heard a great
quote from the
Mayor Ot
Norkopoing
raiking cbout the
Esronia sinking,
when 80
pensioners from
Norkopping died
he said, ‘Well, ir's
better than if young

pecple hod aled, 1sn’!

1 - mev didn t nave long togoanyway ‘s as i
owedish pecpie are s0 red up with being seen cs
‘he MOs! normal pecple in the world, they ve
oec.0ed Yo suddeniy become as bizarre and
offensive o3 possibie Starnng with Whaie, The
Ceraigens. he Mayor Of Norkopping

Pere ©  and Merailica *

‘HOBART PAVING’

A PIANO boailoo. o breath sculpture” “| heard
sne crove me silvery sportscar/Through the empty
streefs .ast night =

Boo That was supposed to be a cinematic thing

**“I can’t help that I
wanna fumble/Sarah
Cracknell up her

Channel Tunnel.”’ It’s
a bit embarrassing,
isn’tit?’

— Sarah Cracknell on that Whale lyric

about American fenement blocks. But it doesn 1
do that for anyone. So if's not about American
tenement blocks at all, do you know what | mean?”
“The idea was, she used fo live there. but she got
rich and m aQway, Ona now she s OOAHQ DOCK
90' me low 'TO"I mis l’\Oﬂ'lDﬂe 5eve< hes airorushead
oomnng | sow 1n @ book cailed ‘Rock Dreams’ of
VlCnC KOSS Qolng DOCK fo where she used o live *
Pere “Jarvis goes mat in Snemelc He arives round

Sheffield in aiimo, loughing.”

SEPT

FRIDAY, 3pm “Saint Enenne Dano” gorher in
G photographer s sucio 600 yords from me £ Hel
Tower for some French press shofs After hait an
Hour, o armed policemen stroll in through the
open door o check things out, and are immecictely
roped into the snoot. Bemused, they compty
Evenruaily, enough's enough mey steo bock onto
Me sireet, rorgemng o remove their mcke-up

“WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?

HOT Manhatran by heiicoprer Aimost incecentty
enormous

Bob “A genius song by a horrible cabaret group
wno won ‘Opportunity Knocks cbout 10 hmes in
Qrow

Saroh

HUIT

ONCE, befors a show in Japan, Sarah asked o
friend Yor the Japanese word for “Cheers!” which
she en memorised That nignt, after the hrst song,
she rurned fo e crowd and shouted “Cheers'”
Lmor'\mcferv owing to a shight mispronuncichon
thousands of Japanese fans were treated to o
;mmrv‘ Saran shoufmg “Tits!” Apparenty, they
looked “contused”

‘I WAS BORN ON CHRISTMAS DAY

SWEET, sight feshve duet with Chariarcn Tim

“Never cowd have been o tennis wite/Get info he
octing hife

Sarah “Imet Tim Burgess in Manchester. and he
was such o iovely bioke | nod o bitefacrushon
him ror @ whiie, octuaily, but | grew out of that. So
anyway . . we ruined his coreer *

Boc “We were inking of geting Dermo from
Normhsidetodoit  when you re in c poo group,
you want to oo a Chrismas single, don lyoui’ it
wasn 1a big hit, was (2 Marich Corey oiew us
out of the water really, with her feshve tune.  * s

“They sent us a bunch of Rowers *
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™+ "y our Happy Xmas (Wor lg Over)'. |

~emoer when | was a kid ond ' Xmas
‘War Is Over) come out, | remember | ht it
was by Jock Lemmon. Like it was the theme from
some Viemam film he’d been in or something.”

FRIDAY, 5.45 pm: An Islomic terrorist group
explode g huge incendiary cevice in the centre of
Pans, bringing six major roads fo @ standstill

‘PALE MOVIE’

MOPEDS cuting through the Basque country,
houooyramcmce “In the bed where mhey make
love, sne's in @ film on the sneefs .

Pete: “Spanish folk. We wrore it s0 we could goto
Spain for the video. It kind of annoys me, actuaity.
it was porennaity oniiliant, but
we stuck a liffie ngicly to our
'o«k iceq irememoe!oomq:l

Top Cf The Pops’ and
hc'vmg senous couors Abit
otafaiiure ”

DIX

AT 18 Pete wentonon
inter-Raiiing holiday
Reocning Jerusaiem, he got
ON G bus carrying, perhaps
stupicly, 2 German
supermcrket cormer bog A
few mules cown the rooc

‘If youdon’t take
yourselves too
seriously, evéryone

thmksyou re

Womwpposedbboo&-ooawMorbn/
Shangri-Las style decth song

Pete: “Yech. Or ngAngO’Roses Folk songs
about death and destruction.”

Bob: Tiger 8ay’ was supposed fo be on aibum
ofmodemronk:ongsdonem"ovhoenvu styles
like rechno and dub. So we wrote most of itin the
Forest Cf Dean. We went into the country 1o get our
heads together. We wanted to do loads of songs
about death, so we bought the local papers 1o get
some reci stones, and there was nothing. Then the
week affer we moved out, they discovered the
bodies in Cromweil Rooa!”

Pere: “Litie did we know that our friend Fred,
who'd lent us his coftoge, was such a bod man.”

ONZE

FRIDAY, 6.15:1n0e in o faxi with Efienne
Bano, Saint Ehenne'’s
French (erm)
colleoorator 1o o Pans
rodio sndio. We crive
along the Left Bank
Enenne reils me about his
one-hme fmendship with
Nico. and makes me
promise Yo send him o
video copy of Andy
Warnol's “The Chelsea
Giris®, wnich he has
never seen. One of the
most pleascnt men |
have ever met

o woman lecnt over and
scid something he aicn tunoerstand

“Sorry,” repliec Pefe, “i dian tccten that

“So.” sne screamed “you re saying e Holocaust
never hcopenea?!?!”

“No'” srommered Pete. pcnicking - hinking he
MeCN! no it never NCDDeNeC . sne secome hysrencal
DOINKeC Gt NiM fuMeg It e ofrer dCssengers and
peqgan wreoming. “Nezi Nazi!”

Pere got oft ot he nex: stoe

‘LIKE A MOTORWAY'

BIZARRE Tevronic aisco siomo Souncss | 'xec’vw
of mages The s her sun. Smevec iust lixe cecoies ”
300 “Numper 47 wih ¢ ouilet
mec o "C' us'o U\cr‘ce ‘he ~fie ©
Zan you Detieve R we sod
all rouna me wordd, *** or *

The Americcns
Lixe A Freeway'!
“Aurooonn” was g hit

|
|

‘HUG MY SouL’
UNDERRATED hopscoren Europop classic,
wih g remer sweef viceo. In which SOI'OI’I wank.s
offabeor

Saroh: “We didn’t authonise that bit! it was o joke
end alaugh. And "csiweﬂlhcr':blywror\g !
looked nice, thougn

Weil, you play G smail gii wim bunches who gers
xrcncpoec Dy a bear, at wnich point you tronstorm
into @ shinky siren, ond. un wank him off

Bob "Dia you enjoy e viceo, hough?”

Pete "Wow thct what the song suggested 1o you?”

Mmm Ahe fhrsthme hecra it | immedicrery
thougnt of Sarch puiling off a gnzziy

Soroh: “It wos Steven Wells who mrecsd that, o
fine upstcnaing xeﬁ-wmg ,oumonsl

Pete: “Yech, the becr represented copitalism

“PHONE'’

DOUZE
SAINT Etienne ore still

‘HE’S ON THE

THE new single: “Got
the cash/Feeling flash/
In Leicester Square.”

Sarah: “Guest vocals by
Enenne Daho, Nicest
Man In Pop.”

Bob: “He's so stupidly
fomous here, he can't
walk down the sireet.
And no one’s ever
heard of him outside
France. | con't think
of any Brifish stars
like that.”

Cliff Richard?

Pere: “Rooson & Jerome.”

FIN
BECAUSE things reaily are what they seem
at 17. Because there is no underground. Becouse
now is the right fime; because a heart in two parts
is better than one. Because we're in this thing

Five years gone, and Saint Etienne are sl
overdosing on their own imagination, still ablaze ot
the window, a swan surfing the slicks; still capable,
through their verve and vision and their warm
connnuous dreaming and their wild and deep
romance, of changing your life, forever, for the
better (more sait! more pepper!) the instant that you
understand

“Get on the floor and look recl. . .sexy.”
Becouse | say s0?
The Very Best Pop Group In The World.

|

ETIENNEDAHO:
AN INTRODUCI’ION

rdeose’Hv:ZOnThtPhom’inEnghnd.hu
all just for fun. | am not a great singer. Butl -«
fike myvoice. | am 39. ifyou
young,lhen&nimustbeul&n

vaylwill

m:bhon Too Young To Die’, is released by
on November 13. A new single, ‘He's
On The Phone’, is released on October 30




SAINT ETIENNE are * -
back withanew sinqle

and album. The single;}
“He's OnThe Phone”,
is released by Heavenly
on October 30. It comes
"as anEP with three new: -
:B-sidesandanEP
‘of remixes. - :
Thesingleisa taster for -
+Too Young To Die”, a
¢ompilation LP of all the.

H3IHSTHUM ANV

Musical Express

#The Saif ne-Up fbelow) of Sa

Cmdmell Bob Stanley arid Pete Wiggs
ains together. They are recording

together with French pop star | Etienae’

Doho. Meanwhile, Sa i ing’

herfirstsolo Glbum.

are collaborating with:Shara Nelson and |

Stakka Bo. They.also promise “anew - .

| project clookecrm mystery, murder and -

suspense (See feaiure, pages l2to 14. )
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